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1. A method of billing, by a third party, for access by a consumer to information made available by a 
vendor over a computer network, with the billing based on how long the consumer elects to access the 
information, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) when a consumer visits a vendor network address and decides to purchase access to information 
made available over the computer network by the vendor, having the consumer exercise a third-party 
link that will connect the consumer to the third party, 

b) having the third party provide to the consumer an exercisable start-session link for starting 
access to the information; and 

c) having the third party both begin timing access and redirect the consumer to the information if 
the consumer exercises the start-session link; 

wherein the third-party link and the start-session link are links on respective pages for 
presentation to the consumer by a browser hosted by equipment operated by the consumer, and farther 
wherein the computer network is the Internet and the third party and the consum er are connected via 
the Internet (based on page 6, line 1 h and page 2. line 12\ 
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